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CEP Basics 



 Nationwide implementation in 2014 

 The goal of CEP it to make it easier for schools to get 

meals to kids that need it most 

 No more collection of free and reduced applications 

 Today CEP provides free breakfast and lunch for 9.7 

million kids in over 20,000 schools in the US 

 

 



 Schools, groups of schools, or school districts must 

have an identified student percentage (ISP) of at 

least 40% as of April 1 of the school year prior to 

implementing CEP. 

 Identified Students are low income children who are 

certified for free school meals without the use of a 

household application. 

 Participate in NSLP and SBP. 

 



CEP Impact 
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Source: “Map the Meal Gap”. Feeding America: 2015.   

http://map.feedingamerica.org/county/2015/child/arizona  

 

389,850 

children in 

Arizona are food 

insecure 
 



 Students can count on getting healthy meals 

without the stigma of being a ‘free lunch kid’ 

attached.  

 School meals also improve students’ diets, behavior, 

and academic achievement  

 



 Families- 

 1. Children get two 

nutritious free meals 

per day 

 2. Families do not have 

to worry about cost or 

unpaid meal debts 

 3. Families do not have 

to fill out a household 

income application 



 Schools- 

 1. Can allocate staff time 

more efficiently due to 

reduced paperwork 

 2. Do not have to account 

for unpaid meal debts 

 3. Easier to implement an 

alternative breakfast 

model to increase 

participation 

 



 FRAC ranked Arizona 37th in the nation with 32% of districts with 

eligible school adopting CEP in School Year 2016-2017 

 This includes approximately 100 school districts and over 94,000 

students 



AAFB surveyed Year 

1 CEP adopters 

between March 17-

April 7, 2017 (19 

responses) and Year 

2-3 CEP adopters 

between March 16-

April 12, 2017 (49 

responses). 

 

Survey results have 

been combined.  



Applying for CEP 



April 1 

 The date on which the ISP must be established for determining CEP 
eligibility and the claiming percentages. 

April 15 

 State agencies notify LEAs of districtwide eligibility status and provide 
guidance and information. 

 School level data is collected. 

May 1 

 State agencies post LEA districtwide and school level lists on website.  

June 30 

 Interested LEAs must notify their State agency of their intent to 
participate in CEP. 

 No extension to August 31 as in SY2014-15, SY2015-16, SY2016-17.  



 Meal Claim Rates 

 ISP*1.6 = claiming % at federal FREE rate 

 ISP ≥ 62.5%; FREE rate = 100% 

 ISP = 60%; FREE rate = 96%; PAID rate = 4% 

 ISP = 55%; FREE rate = 88%; PAID rate = 12% 

 ISP = 50%; FREE rate = 80%; PAID rate = 20% 

 ISP = 40%; FREE rate = 64%; PAID rate = 36% 

 No more “reduced price” rates 

 

 



 https://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/c

n/SP15-2013Estimator_8.17.16.xls 
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 Read SY2017-18 ADE Guidance Memo 

 Sign three forms 

 CEP Participation Form 

 Free & Reduced Price Policy (FRPP) Statement.   

 FRPP Statement Addendum – CEP 

 Complete one form 

 CEP Eligibility Worksheet  

 Complete CEP Online Course - Pass Test 



 CEP Eligibility Worksheet 

 Identify district, group, or individual sites on correct 

tabs; enter enrollment and ISP info as of April 1. 



 CEP Online Course 
 Take test. 

 Answer 8 of 10 

questions 

correctly. 

 ADE specialists 

will grade it and 

send certificate. 

 



 Submit forms to ADESchoolNutrition@azed.gov 

or fax to 602-542-1531, Attention CEP 

Coordinator 

 Next Step – ISP data validation 

 Submit student enrollment and ISP data securely in 

accordance with guidance memo instructions 

 ADE emails a secure email link 

 Ask ADE specialists for help! 



 Guidance memo, forms, CEP Online Course are 

available on AAFB’s website 

 http://www.azfoodbanks.org/index.php/community

eligibility 

 Also ADE Health and Nutrition Services 

 http://www.azed.gov/health-nutrition/special-

assistance-provisions/ 

 http://tinyurl.com/ADECEP 
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CEP District Example 

Peach Springs  

Unified School District 



 CEP Adoption 

 Decision Factors 

 Application & Validation 

Process 

 Experience since adopting 

Peach Springs Unified School District 

Adopted CEP SY 2016-2017 
 

Location: Peach Springs, Mohave County 

Enrollment: 199 

ISP : 57.79% 

 



Questions and Answers 
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